his wife would invite representatives of the tribes of Israel to the
cabin to become acquainted with their community’s culture and
history. Once a year, on one of the Intermediate Days of Sukkot,
the President’s residence became a pilgrimage site for masses of
citizens of various communities and religions. They often brought the
President souvenirs and works of art, sometimes made by the visitors
themselves and sometimes relics from their Diaspora home. Many of
these objects were on display for the public in wooden showcases in
the Presidential cabin.

Simplicity and Art
Simplicity and art distinguish the Presidential cabin, in which all
the decorations and furniture are solely “made in Israel,” reflecting
the landscape of Israel and symbolizing the country’s renewed
Statehood. The white ceiling resting on blue arches and the torchshaped lampshades imbue the cabin with a welcoming atmosphere.
The front of the cabin bears the menorah, the symbol of the State of
Israel, and beneath it the verse from Ezekiel 37:21, attesting to the
significance of the house: “Thus said the Lord God: I am going to
take the Israelite people from among the nations they have gone to,
and gather them from every quarter, and bring them to their own
land.” On the opposite wall hangs a plaque with wood carvings of
the seven species with which the Land of Israel was blessed, and
on the surrounding walls are stylized fig branches. All of the artistic
olivewood work – including the menorah, the wood carvings of the
seven species, and the wood panels incised with the symbols of the
ten tribes of Israel – was executed by the artist Batya Lishanski, Rachel
Yanait Ben-Zvi’s sister.

The Carpet
In 1956 Rachel Yanait Ben-Zvi, together with Ruth Dayan, the founder
of “Maskit” for the promotion of works of art, commissioned the
weaving of three carpets for the Presidentail cabin and office.
The design of the carpets was placed in the capable hands of
the artist Oded Burla, and the weaving, in Persian knot-ties,
was done in Maskit’s factory in Umm-el-Fahem. The carpets
were inspired by the biblical Song of Songs. In the center is
the sky, beneath it hover colorful birds, and on the ground
are women in biblical dress, date palms, a cypress tree, a fig
and grapevine, wheat and colorful flowers. The houses, jugs,
and yellowish background colors lend the carpet an oriental
atmosphere, and the entire work is framed by abounding
pomegranates.

Yad Izhak Ben-Zvi is a leading institution for the study and learning
of the history of Jerusalem, the Land of Israel, and the Oriental Jewish
communities. The Yad operates under a special law passed in the
Knesset in 1969, it bears the name of the second president of the
State of Israel, and continues to function in the research of the Land
of Israel and its settlement and Oriental Jewish communities.
The Ben-Zvi presidential residence in Rehavia, Jerusalem, contains two
research institutes under the Yad’s umbrella: The Ben-Zvi Institute,
which is engaged in studying the Jewish communities under Islam
and in other countries of the Middle East and Asia, and The Institute
for the Study of the Land of Israel and Its Settlement, engaged in the
history of the country. The Yad Ben-Zvi complex also houses a large
library and publication house, which produces dozens of books every
year as well as three journals: Cathedra, Peʻamim, and Et-Mol, featuring
studies on the Land of Israel, the Oriental Jewish communities and
Jerusalem.
Two educational branches present the results of Yad Ben-Zvi’s
research institutes to the public:
The School for Jerusalem Studies, whose agenda is to disseminate
information on the history of Jerusalem – its symbols, people, and
places – by offering courses, field trips, workshops, and seminars on
Jerusalem to a wide range of audiences: youth groups, teachers, the
armed forces, government offices, new immigrants, and the wider
public. Following a governmental decision in 2007, the school was
established in compliance with the State’s request to emphasize
the centrality and importance of Jerusalem in Israeli society and for
Diaspora Jewry.
The Center for Land of Israel Studies conducts dozens of courses,
fieldtrips, and conferences throughout the country for the
general public as well as closed groups (government offices, local
municipalities and public, commercial, and educational institutions).
The Yad has a year-long educational track for training hundreds of
guides for fieldtrips and educational activities, and also offers a special
course for tour guides.

www.ybz.org.il

“The love of humankind, the people, and the
Land, and the spirit of humility and modesty
are what guide our activities.”
(excerpt from Yad Izhak Ben-Zvi’s visionary credo, formulated in 2010).

Yad Izhak Ben-Zvi

The President’s Cabin

The Ben Zvi’s Cabin
In 1924, Izhak and Rachel Yanait Ben-Zvi moved to the cabin on
Ibn-Gabirol Street in Jerusalem’s Rehavia neighborhood, which
was founded that same year. As a discharged soldier of the British
army, Ben-Zvi was entitled to receive dismantled huts-remnants of
World War I. Members of Gdud HaʻAvodah (“the Work Battalion”)
built for the Ben-Zvi couple a tar-covered and whitewashed hut
containing six rooms, in which they, their parents, and their children
lived. It served as Jerusalem’s headquarters for the new Zionist Yishuv.
Members of the Haganah met there, as did the Histadrut, the ‘Avodah
party, and the Jewish National Council – all groups in which the BenZvis were actively involved.
In 1950, the cabin was dismantled and moved to Kibbutz Bet
Hakeshet for use as a youth center in memory of the Ben-Zvis’ son, Eli,
who fell in battle in the Lower Galilee in 1948. Rachel Yanait and Izhak
Ben-Zvi moved to a modest ground-floor apartment in a building
constructed on the site of the cabin.
In 1952, Izhak Ben-Zvi was elected second President of the State of
Israel. He insisted that the president reside in Jerusalem, even though
it was not entirely evident, since the first president, Chaim Weizmann,
lived in Rehovot. The State wanted to buy the new president the
luxurious Schocken House, but the couple insisted on staying on in
their modest home, to which two Swedish cabins were added for
holding receptions and State events.

belonging to Nissim and Esther Valero, designed in the 1920s in the
“international style” by the architect Yehoshua Salant.
Following Izhak Ben-Zvi’s death in 1963, the compound continued
to be used as the presidential home for most of the term of the
third president, Zalman Shazar. In 1972, the President’s residence
was moved to its present location in the Qomemiut (Talbieh)
neighborhood and the earlier compound became the home of Yad
Izhak Ben-Zvi, which continues the work of its namesake in research
and instruction on subjects related to Jerusalem, the Land of Israel
and its settlement and Oriental Jewish communities.
In a special meeting commemorating Jerusalem Day in 2010, the
government of Israel decided to renovate the presidential cabin
and preserve it as its first project to revitalize the country’s national
heritage.
Upon the completion of the new building for its School for Jerusalem
Studies and the transfer of Yad Ben-Zvi’s lecture hall from the cabin to
a new auditorium, the cabin will be opened to the public as a national
heritage site.

Changes were made in the Ben-Zvi compound throughout the 1950s
in order to make it a suitable presidential residence. The garden
was enclosed by a stone wall, and in front of it a yard was paved
for ceremonial events. The State purchased the adjacent house

Izhak Ben-Zvi (1884–1963), born in Poltava, Ukraine, and as an
active member of the Zionist Poalei Zion movement, immigrated to
Palestine in 1907 and was among the founders of the Jewish defense
organization Hashomer as well as the Gymnasia Rehavia High School
in Jerusalem.
Rachel Yanait Ben-Zvi (1886–1979), born in Malin, Ukraine, became
an active member of Poalei Zion, and in 1908 immigrated to Palestine,
where she studied agronomy. She was also active in the Haganah
paramilitary organization and was one of the founders of Hashomer. In
Jerusalem she founded “The Educational Farm,” an agriculture school
for women, was a leader in the Jewish women workers movement,
and, together with Izhak Ben-Zvi, founded the Gymnasia Rehavia
High School.
Izhak Ben-Zvi and Rachel Yanait married at 1918.

Home for the Tribes of Israel
The President’s home was visited by leaders of many countries,
ambassadors, and heads of communities the world over.
Nobility as well as ordinary citizens were welcomed to visit the
wooden cabins of the President’s home, which maintained a
spirit of simplicity that characterized the place. Intimate receptions
were held in the smaller cabin while larger affairs and State ceremonies
were conducted in the large, central, cabin.
The ingathering of the tribes of Israel from the Diaspora and
recognition of the heritage of the various Jewish ethnic communities
were among the main tasks the President’s residence took under its
wing. At the beginning of every Hebrew month the President and

Izhak Ben-Zvi was elected to the Secretariat of the Histadrut, The
Federation of Laborers of the Land of Israel, and also served on
Jerusalem’s City Council, he was chairman of the Jewish National
Council; he was a member of the Mapai party and served on its behalf
in the First and Second Knesset.
Ben-Zvi studied the history of the Jewish Yishuv in the Land of Israel
as well as Oriental Jewish communities. After his death, the Knesset
passed a law establishing Yad Izhak Ben-Zvi in his memory, and
shortly afterwards the Ben-Zvi Institute for the Study of Oriental
Jewish Communities in the East, which Ben-Zvi founded himself in
1947, was incorporated into Yad Izhak Ben-Zvi.
In 1978, Rachel Yanait Ben-Zvi was awarded the Israel Prize for her
special contribution to society and the State of Israel.

