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Most of the early evidence of Hebrew liturgical
creativity stems from remnants of Genizah parchment
manuscripts that are not earlier than the tenth century
CE. Papyrus as writing material is known to have
been used before that century. The papyrus discussed
in the article must be dated to even one hundred or
more years earlier. Its material stems from reeds that
were prevalent on the banks of the Sea of Galilee.
Around those same banks there gathered a group
of gifted liturgical poets. One of them, Yosef Birribi
Nisan, is represented in the papyrus by a liturgical
poem for the feast of Hanuhkah. His liturgical prayer
is connected to his concern about the crop of olives
and oil, and on the other hand it has to do with
the memories of the lighting of the menorah by the
Hasmoneans after regaining the Sanctuary. Close
to the heart of Yosef Birribi Nisan are memories of
the Holy Mountain. He even reveals knowledge of a
certain tower that was situated on the Holy Mountain
and is mentioned in Greek sources, but never in
Hebrew or Aramaic ones.
Jewish presence in the Galilee is attested not only
by its literary creativity but also through archaeological
findings. Remnants of huge ash-covered buildings
from the late Byzantine period attest to the building
of synagogues at the same time when liturgical poets
were active. That is why Muslim rule is not mentioned
by Yosef in his poem, while Christian rule is being
cursed.

Kalvarisky, a true Zionist, was known as ‘the Zionist
who loves the Arabs’. He believed in a common
Semitic origin of Jews and Arabs. He concluded that
deterioration in Jewish–Arab relations was a result of
misconceptions and poor leadership on both sides.
Kalvarisky’s personal experiences developed in him
confidence in and respect for the Arab population. His
personal ties with the Arab population strengthened
his belief that friendships can be sown and mutual
respect can be created. Discussion of the national
interests of both ethnic groups would serve as a
platform for peaceful coexistence.
Kalvarisky’s ambivalent character was reflected in
his actions, which were fraught with contradictions.
On the one hand, he respected Arab society and its
traditions, yet was cynical towards it. By employing
bribery, Kalvarisky weaved ‘intelligence networks’ and
activated agents who infiltrated the activity of Arab
nationalists across the country, as well as hubs of Arab
nationalism in Lebanon and Syria. The intelligence
gathered was relayed to the leadership of the Yishuv.
Kalvarisky’s desire to reach agreements with the
Arab population, based on unprecedented concessions, was met with harsh criticism and rejected
both by the official Zionist entities and the Arab
leadership. As the conflict between the Jewish and
Arab population escalated in the nineteen-thirties
and forties, Kalvarisky’s activity was depicted as
unrealistic and utopian.
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Ruth Kark and Aviv Oppenheim
Armenian Farmers in Palestine/Israel:
The Hamlet of Sheikh Bureik during the
Twentieth Century
The article reconstructs a unique case study of agricultural settlement by World War I Armenian refugees
in the hamlet of Sheikh Bureik near Atlit, on land
owned by an absentee landlord, Anton Hamuda,
during the Mandate period and the first three
decades of the State of Israel. Special emphasis is
placed on land ownership issues, population, and
the physical description of the settlement. We also
discuss the Armenian presence in Palestine / Israel,
refugees of the Armenian genocide, land acquisition,
and introduction of tenants and building new villages
by urban absentee landlords (‘Effendis’).
The article traces the fate of the Armenians after
the establishment of the State of Israel, detailing the
attitudes of PICA, the JNF, and the State of Israel (the
Ministries of Minorities, Agriculture, Interior, and the
Prime Minister’s Office) towards Christians, Armenians,
and Sheikh Bureik’s Armenians in particular. Issues of
settling refugees, absentee property, the Development
Authority, as well as the local municipal status and
the Armenian community in Haifa are discussed. The
study is based on archival primary sources, fieldwork,
historical maps and photographs, interviews, and
newspaper reports, as well as secondary sources.

Itamar Levin
‘The Witnesses Accuse and Demand’:
Jews in Israel Suspected of Collaborating
with the Nazis but Were Not Put on Trial –
A Primary Review
The Israeli State Archives holds 65 investigation files
conducted in the early 1950s against Israeli Jews who
were suspected of being collaborators with the Nazis
during the Holocaust and were not brought to trial. It
may be assumed that about 200 such investigations
were conducted, leading to about 40 indictments.
This article deals with 53 of the files that did not lead
to indictments, its main object being to present the
information for the first time and reach some primary
conclusions. The article deals with several broad
topics: how were the suspects traced, what were the
difficulties facing the investigating officers, and how

the issue was treated by the Israeli police and the
Israeli state attorneys.
The main conclusion, which is by no means obvious,
is that the suspicions were investigated professionally
and comprehensively, despite the natural emotions
aroused by the subject and the short time that had
elapsed since the Holocaust. It also indicates the
foreign considerations behind some of the complaints,
on the one hand, and the notable understanding of
the unique circumstances by the investigators, on the
other.

Israel Rosenson and Yossi Spanier
Commemoration of the Lamed-Heh
(‘Thirty-five’) along the ‘Path of the
Lamed-Heh’
The story of the Lamed-Heh (thirty-five fighters who fell
in an attempt to relieve the blockaded Etzion Bloc) has
been told innumerable times in the historiography and
literature of the War of Independence. The nararative
is conceived as a myth and a legend. This article deals
with the commemoration of the Lamed-Heh in the
context of the geography and the involvement of the
parents of the fallen in this process. Kibbutz Netiv
Halamed-Heh (The Path of the Lamed-Heh) got its
name in a complicated process upon the initiative of
the parents and with the consent of the kibbutz which
gave up its original name and its connection to the
Palmach. The location of the kibbutz is next to Beth
Natif, the village which was involved in the murder of
the Lamed-Heh. The observation view from there in the
direction of the Etzion Bloc emphasized the potential
for commemoration at that site. The new name of the
kibbutz deepened the connection between the kibbutz
and the parents.
In the first years after the fall in battle of the
Lamed–Heh, additional memorials were erected in
the kibbutz and neighboring areas. Thirty-five trees
were planted at the observation point; a memorial
was erected near the kibbutz inscribed with the
names of the Lamed-Heh and their destination; a
meeting hall bearing their names containing a special
place dedicated to their memory was established, in
which meetings and ceremonies pertaining to their
memory are held. Memorial ceremonies organized by
the parents always ended in Kibbutz Netiv HalamedHeh. These ceremonies were pilgrimages.
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In time, additional memorials have been erected,
through the initiative of the parents, which are
geographically connected to the fatal path taken by the
Lamed-Heh. After the Six Day War the actual site of
the final battle was determined and was named ‘Battle
Hill’. It eventually became the central memorial to
the Lamed-Heh, not upon the initiative of the parents
but of those who revived and resettled Kfar Etzion.
Analysis of the commemoration indicates that despite
the esteemed place occupied by the Lamed-Heh
in national memory, the actual physical memorials
were the result of the initiative and motivation of the
parents.

Elissa Rosenberg
Landscape Modernism and the Kibbutz:
The Work of Shmuel Bickels
Shmuel Bickels, architect of the United Kibbutz
Movement, argued that landscape provides a spatial
framework for the kibbutz and must be theorized anew
in the context of the new collective society. His writing
and drawings are analyzed here as an expanded vision

of landscape that united aesthetic concerns with a
social and ethical agenda.
Bickels’ work suggests the need for an analytic
framework that transcends the stylistic questions
that have preoccupied most historians of the kibbutz
landscape. While kibbutz architecture has been clearly
associated with the development of Israeli modernism,
its landscape has not been studied through the same
lens. This paper examines Bickels’ concept of the
kibbutz landscape in light of the principles of landscape
modernism, in which landscape is defined as an
integral element of the planning repertoire, providing
social and environmental solutions that respond to the
conditions of modern life. Bickels’ conceptualization
of the kibbutz landscape adds a unique perspective
to the literature on landscape modernism. His unique
contributions to this discourse are evaluated, including
the organic unity of architecture and landscape that he
claimed was a cornerstone of kibbutz planning, and
the relationship between the kibbutz garden and the
surrounding regional landscape, which distinguished
his approach from mainstream architectural thought
of his time.

