Abstracts

Ayelet Levy-Reifer
Settlement Processes during the Early
Bronze Age in the Judean Shephelah
During the Early Bronze Age, a materialistic culture
gradually developed in the settlements in the Judean
Shephelah, creating changes in various fields that
influenced settlement processes in all parts of Eretz
Israel. Archaeological findings and surveys indicate
that during the Early Bronze Age I and Early Bronze
Age II, the number of sites in the Judean Shephelah
increased significantly. This was probably due to
migration from low areas to high areas, and is in
contrast to processes taking place in other locations,
in which there was a decrease of settlement sites
during this period of initial urbanization. In addition,
evidence of farms was not found in the Judean
Shephelah during the urban period of the Early
Bronze Age. During the transition from the Early
Bronze Age II to the Early Bronze Age III, the number
of settlements in the Judean Shephelah decreased.
This was the case in most of Eretz Israel, and was
likely due to regional geopolitical changes, such as
the weakening of ties with Egypt.

Uri Tal
Arabic Sources on the Battle of Khuweilifa
The Third Crusade led by Richard the Lionheart
arrived in Palestine in 1191 aiming to conquer
Jerusalem and the Holy Sepulchre in order to rescue
them from the hands of the Muslims. To achieve this
goal the crusader army conquered the Palestinian
coastline, starting in Lebanon, through Acre, Arsuf,
Jaffa, Ashkelon, until a-Darum on the border of the
Sinai Peninsula. Alarmed by the crusaders’ move,
Saladin – then in Jerusalem – ordered a reinforcement
from Egypt which set out for Jerusalem accompanied
by merchants whose caravans carried a great deal
of merchandise. The crusader scouts followed the
advance of this huge caravan which, while camping
near a water source called Khuweilifa, suffered a

surprise attack on 24 June 1192. This attack caused
severe casualties as the Muslim units fled the
battlefield while all the merchandise, equipment, and
weapons were looted by the crusaders. This defeat
was considered a catastrophe by the Muslims and
was one of the major considerations that influenced
Saladin’s decision to contract a cease-fire agreement
with the crusaders. Signed on 2 September 1192, it
was called ‘the Jaffa agreement’ and resulted in a
period of nonviolence for another 100 years. This
article reviews the battle of Khuweilifa as it was
described in the Muslim and the Christian sources
of that period, the major ones being those written
by the Muslim Baha a-Din ibn Shaddad and the
Christian Ambroise. To complete the picture the
author quotes from a few additional sources as well
as some contemporary researchers, and adds a short
description of the geographical site.

Reut Green

Engagement and Wedding Ceremonies
in First- and Second-Aliyah Settlements:
Tradition and Innovation
The article examines the ceremonies of engagement
and marriage in the settlements. What changes did the
settlers instill in these ceremonies during the period
of the first and second Aliyot (the first and second
waves of Zionist immigration), and what were the
reasons for and the sources of these changes? The
research questions are: Which new rituals emerged,
which developed and changed, and which completely
disappeared, if any? What were the factors that
led to those changes? And did Eretz Israel and the
development of a new society influence the creation of
new ceremonies?
The testimonies presented in the article indicate
that engagement and wedding ceremonies in the
settlements were conducted according to religious
tradition. However, the ceremonies were also infused
with social meaning, and they are informative about
the shaping of society in the settlements in that period.
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Reuven Gafni
Jews, Arabs, and Jews again in the
Shama’a Neighborhood in Jerusalem,
1900–1970
The article outlines for the first time the history
and development of the Shama’a neighborhood in
Jerusalem, from its establishment as a Jewish neighborhood in 1900 to the evacuation of the last residents
in the early 1970s. This is done with reference to
the dramatic and ongoing changes in its character:
transformation during the Mandate period from a
Jewish to an Arab neighborhood, and after the War of
Independence its re-establishment as an impoverished
neighborhood in which Jewish immigrants lived very
close to the border dividing Jerusalem.
Aside from Shama’s evolution, several other issues
are considered, some of them having a significant
historical-geographical effect on the city. These include:
the establishment of Jewish neighborhoods by a
lower-class mizrahi (Oriental) population; the varied
development of neighborhoods due to challenging
and unique geographical locations; the changing
fabric of the relationship between the Arab and
Jewish population in Jerusalem during the first half
of the twentieth century; and the reality of several
neighborhoods in Jerusalem of 1948–1967.
The last part of the article is devoted to a comparison between Shama’a and the Ard el-Yahud
neighborhood of Haifa, and the parallel developments
which took place there during the Mandate period.
This comparison will help determine if the Jewish
abandonment of Shama’a derived directly from its
geographical location in Jerusalem, or from broader
reasons which represent the reality in other cities
of mixed population during that period. Addressing
this question also leads to a new insight regarding
the partition process of Jerusalem into two separate
towns, and to determination of when this process
began, many years before the War of Independence.

Yoram Fried and Gideon Biger
‘Top-Secret’ Roads in Israel: The IDF and
Security Road Planning in the 1950s
After the War of Independence, the IDF considered
the transportation infrastructure to be a vital element
in coping with Israel’s security problems. The article

presents the IDF’s position on two major issues
relating to the planning of Israel’s transportation
system, focusing on the road network. The first was
how to plan the transportation system in a way that
would allow the army to make use of it in emergency
situations in the best and most efficient manner
possible. The second issue was how to best protect
it in emergency situations, so that it could fulfill its
primary goal. In their response to this challenge,
IDF planners tried to find solutions to all possible
aspects related to this system, dealing with matters
such as the location of the roads and their technical
specifications, as well as defining some of them as
‘top-secret roads’.

Menachem Keren-Kratz
Ha-Edah Ha-Haredit in Jerusalem in
1948–1973
During the first quarter of a century since the
establishment of the State of Israel, its Ashkenazi
religious society was divided into three ideological
camps: Zionist Orthodoxy (also known as the
National-Religious sector affiliated with Ha-Mizrahi);
non-Zionist ultra-Orthodoxy (the mainstream Haredi
camp affiliated with Agudat Israel and its subsidiaries),
and anti-Zionist extreme Orthodoxy (the various
groups which are affiliated with Ha-Edah Ha-Haredit).
Despite being the smallest camp, Ha-Edah Ha-Haredit
(lit: God-fearing community) greatly affected daily life
in Israel and the relationship between religious society
and the Israeli establishment.
In recent decades both National-Religious and
mainstream Haredi societies were at the focus of
academic research. However, scholars of religious
thought and society have paid little attention to extreme
Orthodoxy or to the study of the groups affiliated with
it. The article presents the background and unique
characteristics of Ha-Edah Ha-Haredit and examines
its history, ideological principles, social structure,
and seminal events that shaped its character and its
spiritual and political leadership. It also examines
the relationship between Ha-Edah Ha-Haredit and
mainstream Orthodoxy affiliated with Agudat Israel
and its influence on the formation of ideological and
behavioral limits within Haredi society in the period
between the establishment of Israel in 1948 and the
Yom Kippur War in 1973.

