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Hadass Shambadal and Uzi Leibner
The ‘h·adut’ – An Underground Storage
Installation in Roman Palestine:
A Case-Study in Talmudic Realia
Rabbinic literature contains a plethora of traditions
concerning the material culture of Roman Palestine
that can sometimes be used as ethnographic
testimonies, enabling the reconstruction of different
aspects of daily life. Often, however, rabbinic traditions
are indecipherable, as the meaning of many terms and
objects were lost over time. In this article we investigate
one such term, demonstrating how archeological
finds can sometimes assist in revealing the meaning
of vague sources, and how the sources can assist in
understanding the function of the silent archeological
remains.
The word ‘h· adut’ (or ‘dut’) is mentioned in several
tannaitic sources, although it seems its meaning was
obscured over time. It appears that the Babylonian
amoraim did not know what the h· adut was used for
and what it looked like. Similarly, the discourse of the
Palestinian amoraim raises the suspicion that they
were not familiar with the precise reality behind this
term. The confusion regarding this term continues
in the Geonim and Rishonim literature and up until
modern commentators and scholars.
A comprehensive analysis of the tannaitic sources in
which this term is mentioned, leads to the conclusion
that the h· adut is an underground chamber, similar in
shape to that of a water cistern. It was usually placed
directly under the house and entered through a hole
in the floor, and was used for dry-storage of goods,
such as agricultural produce or wine jars. It seems
that the term originates in the Syriac ‘h· adut’, which
denotes a silo or an underground granary.
An investigation of the archeological literature
shows that underground chambers, with features
consistent with the ones mentioned above, were
common in Hellenistic and Early Roman Palestine,

especially below houses in Judea, Samaria and the
Galilee. The entrances to these chambers were
usually round and could be closed and sometimes
camouflaged in different ways, making their opening
and usage cumbersome.
The identification of the storage chambers known
from archeological records with the talmudic term
‘h· adut’, as well as the analysis of the finds found
within such chambers, enables us to reinterpret and
shed light on several obscure rabbinic sources.

Rivka Ben-Sasson
Identifying the Lotus in Land of Israel
Mosaics
Numerous byzantine mosaics in the Land of Israel
feature a botanical motif known as a lotus. It appears
as an isolated element in a medallion or as part of
a ‘nilotic scene’ with other motifs. The main aim of
this paper is to provide the observer with the tools to
distinguish between the different botanical elements
in the mosaics.
An examination of the ‘lotus’ motif from a botanical
point of view raises questions concerning its place visa-vis the botanical genus of this name. It seems that
the name ‘lotus’ is used for any motif that resembles
water plants, real or fictitious, either flower, fruit or
leaf. In some instances there is no differentiation
between the Nymphea and the Nelumbo.
This paper describes the various plants referred
to as ‘lotus’ and the differences between them, and
presents their connection to Egypt and the origin of
their name. The reason for the confusion between
the two and between them and the Papyrus, another
important plant in Egyptian art and culture is
explained, as well as the different ways to look at
the nilotic scenes and the single plant, especially the
Nelumbo.

176 קתדרה
Ohad Abudraham
An Ancient Silver Lamella: Towards a
Clarification of a Parallel Formula
This article presents the editio princeps of an inscribed
Jewish amulet from the Wolfe family collection.
The amulet contains the remains of 44 lines deeply
inscribed on one side of a silver scroll (h 14.4, w 3.3–
1.6 cm). The main contribution of the amulet lies in
two factors: the identity of its client and the presence
of a recently published parallel source. Despite the
clear Jewish content of the amulet, it appears that
it was written for an Arabian woman. This fact is
indicated by both personal names appearing in the
amulet: Amatallah (lit. ‘the Female Servant of Allah’),
and her mother Umayma (lit. ‘the Little Mother’). The
new edition offers a general description, alphabetical
chart, a transcription, high quality photographs (RTI),
a hand-drawn facsimile, a commentary, linguistic
notes, and a close comparison to the parallel source.

Efrat Barth
The Song of Songs in Early Hebrew Song
This article discusses the place of the Song of Songs
in early Hebrew song in view of the importance of
the Hebrew Bible to the pioneers in the yishuv and
the first decades of the state. The article begins by
examining the place of the Hebrew Bible in pioneer
culture as a source of national heritage, values, and
justice, and then focuses on composers and their
perspectives on the biblical tradition. The article
concludes by analyzing the melodies written to the
Song of Songs and their central place in Hebrew song.
The analysis demonstrates that the Song of Songs
filled a fundamental role in early Hebrew song for
three main reasons: It provided a localized identity for
the composers in the typical landscape of the Land of
Israel; It provided legitimation to compose love songs
despite the dominance of nationalist ideals during the
period; and its verses served as a source of inspiration
for Middle Eastern – Orientalist compositions.
The interplay between Song of Songs and the
Hebrew song continues until this very day. Even after
changes in contemporary musical styles, the Song of
Songs is a continuous source of inspiration for many
artists. Indeed, the songs focus more on personal
emotions than the nature and landscapes of the Land

of Israel. Nonetheless, the biblical source served and
is still serving as a common denominator for many
Israeli artists, who consider the Song of Songs a
bridge to the past as well as a Jewish cultural legacy.

David Schattner and Gideon Biger
On the UNSCOP map, the National Water
Carrier, and the Partition Map of the
United Nations
The map for the Partition Plan of Palestine submitted
to the UN General Assembly on November 29, 1947, is
the only map ever produced by the UN which depicts
the boundaries of the partition of British Palestine.
This map is well-known and even presented in Israeli
schools, since it presents the international agreement
to the right of the Jewish people to an independent
country – and this although this map is not the one
presented by UNSCOP to the security council of the
UN. The article will deal with the process in which
the map of UNSCOP was changed into the map of the
Partition Plan of the UN.

Galia Limor-Sagiv and Nurit Lissovsky
The Collapse of a Landscape: Hiriya in
Israel’s First Decade
In 1953, the Tel Aviv municipality began dumping
its residents’ waste on the outskirts of the ruined
Arab village of Al-Khiriya, near an experimental
agricultural farm and a large transit camp, which had
been established soon after the Palestinian villagers
had fled in 1948. Once the inhabitants of the area
became aware that a new landfill was to be created
in their proximity, they tried to prevent this but were
dismissed with the promise that the landfill would
not be hazardous. The volumes of waste increased
over the years, and the opening of a planned wastetreatment plant was repeatedly postponed. Despite
repeated complaints, petitions and reports, the landfill
remained, drawing symbolic boundaries between
those living next to it and affected by it, and those
who escaped its noxious effects. Over the years, the
Hiriya transit camp was evacuated and the farm was
dismantled, but the landfill remained and became
a symbol of ugliness and social and environmental
hazards.
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The establishment of this waste infrastructure in
the early 1950s in Hiriya was the basis for ongoing
neglect of the surrounding area, including a series of
malfunctions that damaged the area, harming both
man and nature. Archival documents, newspaper
articles, aerial photographs and interviews with
people living in the area at that time reveal the
dramatic changes to the Hiriya landscape that took
place within a few years and their political, social,
environmental and cultural significance.

Orna Keren-Carmel
Ben-Gurion, Scandinavia and the Neutral
Bloc
This article sheds light on one of the less-known plans
devised by Israeli Prime Minister David Ben-Gurion,
together with other senior officials at the Foreign
Ministry, to get closer to (and maybe even join) the
neutral bloc founded by the Nordic states at the

start of the Cold War, as a means to alleviate Israel’s
international isolation. Based on the close relationships
that developed between Israel and the Scandinavian
states (Sweden, Denmark and Norway) during the
1950s, Ben-Gurion believed that extensive Israeli
cooperation with Scandinavia in providing foreign aid
to developing countries in Asia and Africa would serve
as a catalyst for bringing these states closer together.
The article reveals, among other things, that the
constructive relationship between Israel and the
Scandinavian states was founded on strong ties
formed between members of the professional ranks
on both sides, especially between the labor unions
and cooperatives, and less on the ties formed between
the politicians. Lastly, unlike the comprehensive
body of historical research focusing on the welfare
policy of these four states, all under social-democratic
leadership at the time, this article focuses on their
unique foreign policy patterns, and demonstrates
the influence of common political values on the
development of inter-state relations.
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