Abstracts

Dvir Raviv and Haim Ben David
Cassius Dio’s Description of the Aftermath
of the Bar Kokhba War: A Reliable Report
or a Mere Exaggeration?
Since the beginning of scholarship on this subject,
scholars have cast doubt on the historical credibility
of the description of the results of the Bar Kokhba war
in the Roman History of Cassius Dio. At the base of
the discussion lie the meaning of the term Judea, the
scope of the revolt and the area which was destroyed
following it, as well as the estimate of the settlement
sites and the population of the country in the period
under discussion. The examination of the demographic
data presented by Cassius has so far been based
mainly on the results of archaeological surveys and
excavations conducted and published during the
previous century. In this article, we would like to
summarize the abundant archaeological evidence
that has been added over the recent years, and to reevaluate the demographic data presented by Cassius.
Due to methodological difficulties in estimating the
country’s population in ancient times, the focus will
be on the question of the number of settlements
destroyed in the war: fifty forts and 985 villages. The
findings of the current study illustrate the potential of
the archaeological findings and support those scholars
who viewed Cassius Dio’s demographic data as a
reliable report based on contemporary documents.

Kate Raphael and Mustafa Abbasi
The Galilee Villages during the Mamluk
and Early Ottoman periods (1260–1746):
A Smooth Transition or a Full-Scale Crisis?
This study focuses on the rural settlement in the
Galilee during the transition between the Mamluk
and Ottoman regimes. Although the conquest of the

Mamluk sultanate and its inclusion in the Ottoman
Empire led to considerable changes throughout the
region, the transition of power in the Galilee (1516)
was not accompanied by a military struggle, mass
migration, the destruction of property or an economic
crisis. Despite the peaceful change of regimes, and
the lack of information regarding the Mamluk rural
settlement, most historians believe Ottoman rule
“put an end to decay and degeneration that prevailed
in 15th-century Palestine under Mamluk rule.”
The Mamluk slump was presented and accepted
as a firm conclusion, and only a few studies have
collected, analyzed and criticized the data on which
this conclusion rests. The Galilee at the end of the
Mamluk rule and the beginning of the Ottoman
period is an excellent case-study for examining the
statement presented above, by studying and mapping
the spatial distribution of the villages, their size,
and the economic and cultural connections between
Damascus, Safed and the villages in the Galilee.

Yossi Ben Artzi
Neuhardthof – A Forgotten Templer
Daughter Colony
Neuhardthof was a daughter colony of the German
Colony in Haifa, which is scarcely mentioned in the
research literature on the settlement of the German
Templers in Israel. This article reveals the story of
Neuhardthof – whose very name is unusual compared
to the other Templer settlements in the country – and
it aims to place the colony on the map of Templer
settlements engraved in the collective memory and
in the current landscape. The name Neuhardthof has
been erased from maps of Israel of all kinds, and the
last remnant of its existence in the landscape is an
abandoned stone structure on the edge of the CarmelForge LTD. factory on the coastal plain south of Haifa.
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The tiny colony included few settlers, and several
attempts were made to settle the place, only for it
to be subsequently abandoned. It was first settled
in the 1870s, but only became a well-established
settlement in the first decade of the 20th century.
This was followed by the murder of a settler which
made the headlines in German newspapers, and the
settlement was again abandoned during WWI. In the
1920s, members of the Third Aliyah, the Tira group,
operated in the residential complex, which was also
eventually abandoned. Later the site served as a
temporary settlement for Kibbutz Ha-Hotrim. These
episodes are weaved into the entire local history
of a forgotten site, which has disappeared from the
landscape, but reflects the reality of the process of
settlling the country during its 70 years of existence.

Yigal Sheffy
Destabilizing the Enemy – the Raid on
Nazareth, 19–20 September 1918
Among the initial moves of the Egyptian Expeditionary
Force (the name of the Imperial British army in
Palestine) under General Edmund Allenby, in the
opening phase of the Megiddo Campaign in September
1918 – the last campaign in northern Palestine during
the First World War – was a deep-penetration cavalry
raid on the German-Ottoman General Headquarters in
Nazareth. Its aim was to capture General von Liman
von Sanders, commander-in-chief of the enemy in
Palestine, and to incapacitate his staff, in order to
paralyze its command and control system and ruin its
ability to affect the campaign. The raid, carried out by a
cavalry brigade, partially destroyed the headquarters,
but was compelled to withdraw without accomplishing
its main task – taking von Sanders prisoner. Hitherto,
historiography has put the blame for this failure on
the shoulders of the brigade commander on the one
hand, and on unfortunate circumstances on the other
hand. This article, based on archival documentation,
a reexamination of the sources and an exploration
of the terrain, concludes that the existing narrative
echoes the desire of senior commanders to avoid
responsibility. The failure derived, first and foremost,
from the conduct of all higher echelons above brigade
level, and from a reliance on what was essentially
defective intelligence.

Ayala Shklar and Yossi Katz
The Newspaper Ha-Hed: Shaping HarediZionist Culture as Inspired by Rabbi Kook,
1926–1933
This article seeks to shed light on the innovative
and unique character of the newspaper Ha-Hed,
which was published between 1926 and 1953 by the
Department for Propaganda among the Haredim of
the Jewish National Fund. In addition to Ha-Hed being
exceptional for its literary quality, its editor, Yehoshua
Redler-Feldman (“Rabbi Binyamin”), promoted cultural
projects that sought to increase social, cultural, and
religious unity among Jews from all sectors in Israel
and around the world. This was also inspired by the
character and worldview of Rabbi Kook, with whom
Rabbi Binyamin was closely associated.
The article is based largely upon the correspondence
that the Department for Haredim and the Ha-Hed
editorial board maintained with various organizations
and with Haredi Jews around the world, as well as
upon feature articles, news reports, and opinion
pieces published in the newspaper itself. This article
examines the meanings and worldviews behind these
projects, which included: “Oneg Shabbat” parties, the
“Jerusalem Torah and Literature Club”, a journalism
course, and the paper’s literary section, as well as
symbols and national-religious events related to the
Jewish calendar, such as the pilgrimage to Miron and
festival celebrations in Jerusalem. The article will also
examine the complex attitude of the national funds
to those projects, and possible contributing factors.

Raanan Rein
Paying a Dear Price for Personal Choices:
Pinchas Chefetz and the Jewish Volunteers
Who Left Palestine to Fight in the Spanish
Civil War
Scholars of the Spanish Civil War were among the
pioneers in the use of oral history and in placing the
individual in the center when discussing dramatic
events. This article focuses on one individual, Pinchas
Chefetz. Born in Jerusalem, he was an active member
of the Palestine Communist Party and became one of
some 200 Jewish youngsters who left Palestine to join
the International Brigades. Their aim was to defend
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the Spanish Republic, which was facing a nationalist
rebellion, supported by Nazi Germany and Fascist
Italy. Most of the Palestinian volunteers were Jewish
and Communist, although a few were Zionist, and
several were Arabs. Notwithstanding their political
and ideological convictions, the decision to go
to Spain was a personal one and not necessarily
dictated by their political parties. They all paid a
dear price for this decision. Pinchas Chefetz was
injured on the Iberian front, and was evacuated for
medical treatment first in Paris and then in the Soviet
Union. His efforts to return to Jerusalem following
the end of World War II and the establishment of the
state of Israel met with Soviet refusal, and Chefetz
committed suicide. His trajectory sheds light on the
lives and decisions of other members of the Palestine
Communist Party as well.

Yoram Fried
The IDF and the Question of Using
Civilian Settlements as part of its Defense
Planning After the War of Independence
After the war of Independence, the IDF’s General
Staff began planning the army’s structure, framework
and units, combat doctrines, training, budgets, etc.,
without the pressure of war. One question, which
stemmed from the need to cut the army’s budget
and manpower, was whether or not to use civilian
settlements along the country’s borders as an integral
part of the IDF’s defense planning.
During the War of Independence, these settlements
fought the forces of the armies of the Arab countries
that invaded the State of Israel. Stories of their
heroism and sacrifices are part of the ethos of the
‘security settlement’.
The discussions that took place during those months
within the IDF’s General Staff reveal that this question
was not taken lightly. The decision to use these
settlements was made not because of the role they
played during the war but for lack of other options, as
well as financial constraints.

