Abstracts

Dvir Raviv
The transfer of the three toparchies
(Ephraim, Ramathaim and Lod) from
Samaria to Judea at the beginning of the
Hasmonean period: demographic change
or continuity?
One of the unresolved issues in the geographicalhistorical study of Judea during the Second Temple
period is the question of the identification of the
residents of the three districts, before being annexed
to Judea in 145 BCE. This annexing occurred as part
of the agreement between Jonathan and Demetrius II.
Based on literary sources, but not on archaeological
finds, most of the scholars saw in this annexation a
ratification of an existing situation, in which Jews
populated the area before the Hasmonean revolt. Data
from recent excavations and surveys, allows us to
reconsider the issue of these three districts. The new
accumulated data indicates a settlement during this
period around Bethel Hills and in the foothills of Lod.
An inspection of the results of surveys conducted in the
northern and southern areas of Bethel Hills indicates a
connection and continuity of Jewish settlements in the
Jerusalem area during the Hellenistic period. This data
complements existing historical sources, and for the
first time allows us to confirm scholars’ assumptions
that this area was inhabited by a mixed population in
which the Jewish element was dominant.

Jonathan Rubin
Burchard of Mount Sion’s description of
the Holy Land: new evidence concerning
the text and its author
Burchard of Mount Sion’s Descriptio Terre Sancte is
undoubtedly one of the most significant medieval
descriptions of the Holy Land. The Descriptio provides

a detailed account of this territory including not only
a portrayal of its holy geography but also details
concerning its economy and population. The Descriptio
is important also because it was of great influence in
the centuries following its composition. And yet, little
is known about Burchard, the scope of his original
work and the Descriptio’s manuscript tradition. This is
due to the fact that scholars have hitherto relied solely
on Laurent’s 1864 edition which is based on perhaps a
handful out of the dozens of extant manuscripts. The
present article uses a significant number of previously
unutilized manuscripts in order to learn about Burchard,
the Descriptio as he composed it and the changes which
it underwent at the hands of generations of scribes/
editors. The appendix includes passages concerning
sites in the Holy Land which are absent from Laurent’s
edition but appear in manuscripts of the Descriptio.

Assaf Malach
Herzl’s theology: a new reading of
Altneuland
Since its publication in 1902 Altneuland has been
criticized for the meager Jewish aspect in the Utopian
state it portrayed. This reading of the novel was
accepted by many researchers, but in recent years
studies have started to emphasize the Jewish aspect
in Altneuland, and Herzl’s attempt to establish
through the novel a new Jewish identity, based on a
secular national outlook. However, researchers have
generally tended to ignore the literary dimension of
Altneuland which they treated as mere background.
This article focuses on the literary analysis of
Altneuland which shows that the religious component
is a central theme in the novel with a renewed
connection to Jewish tradition and religion. This issue
is reflected in the inner process experienced by the
protagonist.
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The article traces Herzl’s attempt to renew the
basic concepts of Jewish tradition as reflected in the
novel. This reading of the novel is supported through
allusions to Herzl’s life, and by referring to the
ideological debates that Herzl conducted in Vienna
thus shedding light on his actual attitudes.

Assaf Selzer and Moti Zohar
‘The cracks in the chemistry building are
being repaired’: The Hebrew University
faces the damages of the July 1927
earthquake
In the summer of 1927, an earthquake struck
Mandatory Palestine and its close surroundings.
The earthquake caused many casualties and heavy
damages to several main cities such as Nablus, Ramle,
Lydda and Jericho. Jerusalem was also affected with
most of the damage in the Old City. The Mount of
Olives and especially the Augusta Victoria compound,
home of the High Commissioner, were affected.
Previous studies examined the magnitude and
epicenter of the earthquake as well as the spread of the
damage. However, only few studies were devoted to
damage inspection of a single compound as well as to
its restoration. This study examines the impact of the
earthquake on the Hebrew University and evaluates the
steps initiated in order to repair the damage. By using
historical sources, such as documents, photographs
and historical maps, we have reconstructed the
damage to the university buildings and described the
repairs. The steps the university carried out in order to
cope with the earthquake damage are examined using
a historical perspective that enables the discussion of
the status of the university as a national and public
institution in Jerusalem at that period.

Eyal Katvan
‘Policy Makers’: The genealogy of the
immigrant’s ‘Health Card (1926)’
This research focuses on the process of the regulation
of physical, medical, and psychological examinations
for immigrants to pre-State Israel, up until 1926.
That year, a special committee approved standard

medical examination instructions. These instructions,
represented by a form filled out by physicians/
examiners, are known as: ‘The 1926 Instructions’.
The purpose of this article is to trace the process of
examination regulation since the First Aliya in general,
and the ‘1926 Instructions’ specifically (assuming that
the core values that appear in the former forms, are
also reflected in the new form). This is a genealogical
research that aims at interpreting the ideologies that
trickled into the ‘1926 Instructions’. This research
will also demonstrate how the instructions reflected
the completion of a shift from ‘information to the
immigrants’ to ‘information about the immigrants’
(using a medical examination process). In particular,
this study demonstrates how a medical form used
by a life insurance company was translated into the
‘1926 Instructions’, and the meaning of this. The
discussion can also serve as an introduction to the
potential sources of inspiration for the regulation of
examinations in this period.

Mustafa Abbasi
Palestinians against the Nazis:
The Palestinian volunteers in the British
Army during WWII
Much has been written about the history of Palestine
during the British Mandate period (1918–1948).
However, little is known about thousands of
Palestinian volunteers who joined the ranks of the
British army and fought on several fronts in Egypt
and Europe against the Nazi forces.
In this article, I intend to examine the motives
of these volunteers and the British policy towards
them. In addition I intend to examine their social
backgrounds, and areas from which they came. I will
also want to examine the attitude of the parties and
the various Palestinian factions on this issue. It is
important to emphasize that there was disagreement
among the ranks of the Palestinian leadership
regarding this issue. The opposition members, led by
the Nashashibi family, who were close to the British
authorities, enthusiastically supported recruitment
efforts, while factors that were close to the Mufti
and the Husseini family were strongly opposed.
However, this opposition did not prevent thousands
of Palestinians from joining the British Forces.

