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Uri Tal
The Last Christian Village in the Hebron
Mountains and the Mystery of its
Disappearance
The Arab conquerors of Palestine during the 7th
century found a population consisting of a Christian
majority with Samaritan and Jewish minorities.
Throughout several centuries, this local population
had undergone a process of Christianization. A slow
process of conversion to Islam started immediately
after the Arab conquest and continued during the
following centuries. This process was partly the result
of the authorities’ policy of religious coercion, and
partly the result of the local residents’ desire to avoid
discrimination and make their lives easier. In Arabic
texts from the Middle Ages up until the beginning of
the Ottoman period, we find evidence of a Christian
village by the name of Majdal Fadil located in the
close vicinity of Hebron. The inhabitants of this village
were Christian farmers and according to Ottoman
documents from the 16th century, this village was
the only Christian one in the district of Hebron at
this time. However, from the beginning of the 17th
century the name of this village is completely absent
from later Ottoman governmental documentation,
from descriptions of travelers to Palestine as well as
from a great deal of the extensive studies conducted
during the second half of the 19th century. In the
exact location of Majdal Fadil appeared a Muslim
village called En-Nassara or Khirbet En-Nassara
which proves the previous existence of Christians in
this location. It is obvious that this Christian village
was abandoned by its inhabitants during the first 20
years of the 17th century; this might have been due to
their immigration; deportation by the Muslims; a mass
killing by the governor of Hebron, or all of the above.
The studies about the migration of the Christian
inhabitants from their villages to the big cities in this
region describe a process which took place over many

years, and therefore cannot satisfactorily explain the
abrupt vanishing of this village which happened
within a period of 20 years. The present article
collects most of the evidence concerning the history
of this village, but cannot point to any clear-cut facts
related to a specific event which might have been the
direct cause of the village’s disappearance; we may
only conclude that this was the endnote marking the
culmination of the ongoing abandonment of the area
by its Christian population.

Yuval Ben-Bassat and Yossi Ben-Artzi
Did the Ottoman Empire Abandon Acre:
Cartographical Evidence for Plans to
Develop the City during the Late Ottoman
Period
This article draws on Ottoman maps to examine
the prevailing interpretation of the geographicalhistorical processes taking place on both sides
of the Bay of Haifa at the end of the Ottoman era.
This interpretation maintains that these processes
led to the demise of Acre, the region’s main port
and administrative center, as a result of political
and military developments, but above all due to
technological developments related to the nature
of the maritime vessels sailing international trade
routes at the time. Concurrently, on the other end of
the Bay, Haifa became the region’s main economic
hub and a mainstay of development and growth at
the end of the 19th century. This process reached its
peak when the British Mandatory authorities chose
Haifa as the capital of northern Palestine, making
it geostrategic point in the British Empire. Studies
to date have mainly examined this topic from the
viewpoint of Haifa’s local history, and perceive the
Ottoman regime as a passive entity that indifferently
witnessed developments from afar without taking
any measures to preserve Acre’s economic strength

200 קתדרה
and power, even though it had been the region’s
main administrative center for centuries. Using
official Ottoman cartographical evidence, we argue
that the imperial authorities planned an entire series
of projects to allow Acre to cope with changes in
maritime transportation at the time. These efforts,
however, did not bear fruit, above all due to the
Ottomans’ inability to implement their projects on
the ground, in addition to the fact that the burgeoning
city of Haifa was considered more suitable to become
the region’s main port and economic center.

Gershon Bar Cochva
The Old Hebron Jewish Quarter – Layout,
Way of Life and Remains
The Old Jewish Quarter was founded in Hebron during
the 16th century. Constituting a sealed enclosure, its
homes served as a sort of wall, with three gates. The
community was crowded together in the Quarter for
almost four hundred years, until the 1929 riots.
At the start of the 1950’s, the Jordanians systematically destroyed the Jewish Quarter’s homes. Today,
around ninety years after the 1929 riots, no one can
describe or reconstruct through visual testimony the
Quarter’s layout, as far as its institutions, synagogues,
ritual baths, pathways, etc. are concerned. Yet in the
Jerusalem Municipal Archives lies a diagram of the
ghetto layout sketched in pencil by David Avisar, who
served as chairman of the Committee for Restoring
Jews to Hebron following the 1929 riots.
The purpose of this article is to reconstruct – by
using this diagram, a British property map, and a
number of individual pictures and literary descriptions
– the Jewish Quarter’s layout in its final form at the start
of the 20th century, while describing the community’s
way of life as associated with the buildings it housed.

Ivy Sichel and Miri Bar-Ziv Levy
Women’s Contribution to the Creation of
a Hebrew-speaking community during the
first Aliyah
This paper presents the contribution of women of the
first wave of immigration (Aliyah) to the revival of the
Hebrew language, and reveals their achievements
during the period of immigration (1882–1903), and

up until the Language War (1913). Our focus on
women sheds new light on everyday community life
and on less familiar aspects of the revival in general.
We examine the revival of Hebrew speech in Rishon
LeZion; track the first two generations of the emergent
Hebrew-speaking community; and focus on women’s
contribution to the revival as mothers, nursery school
teachers and language activists. The need for a reassessment of the first Hebrew-speaking women’s
contribution to the revival follows from a consideration
of the historical significance of the ongoing exclusion
of women from Hebrew, as part of the traditional
Jewish gendered division. The secularization of
Hebrew marked the beginning of women’s access to
Hebrew high culture and undermined the traditional
gender division. In Rishon LeZion the use of Hebrew
as a spoken language facilitated women’s access to
the public domain, and there is significant overlap
between the women active in the revival and the
women who led the suffragist struggle 20 years later.

Bat-Sheva Margalit Stern
Ayanot: The ‘Women’s Big Farm’ as a
Feminist Rebellion
During the 1920s and the 1930s, issues of
vocational education for women, employment and
unemployment, had the lion’s share of the public
discourse in the Women Workers’ Movement which
was founded in Mandatory Palestine in 1920.
Cyclic ebbs and flows of local and world economy,
processes of immigration and emigration, the needs
and priorities of the British government, as well as
those of the Zionist enterprise, were among the
factors that shaped the lives of men and women
in Eretz Israel. The Women Workers’ Movement,
headed almost solely by Ada Fishman, a staunch
feminist of the second Aliyah, looked for viable
solutions to the challenges faced by women. One of
the tools designed by Fishman was the women’s big
farm, which would employ several hundred women
at the same time. In Fishman’s view, the women’s
big farm had advantages which were absent from
both the small groups of women workers active at
that time and the new agriculture school in Nahalal.
One of these advantages was the elimination of
hierarchy among the female workers and students,
the equal distribution of knowledge was another,
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and access to financial and other aspects of business
management was the third. With this avid feminist
manifest, Fishman hoped to empower women and to
equip them with the skills needed to overcome their
inherent inferiority in the labor market and in society
as a whole. Fishman’s struggles, the obstacles she
had to overcom, the maneuvers she employed, from
the inception of the idea in the 1920s to its successful
realization in the 1930s, are the subject of this article.

The Fall and Rise of Judicial
Administration: The Establishment of the
Administration of the Courts in 1952
Guy Lurie, Amnon Reichman, and Yair Sagy
The institutions of the Administration of the Courts
and the Director of the Courts in Israel control the

daily administration of justice by the Judiciary to
a significant extent. This article is the first to study
the formative decisions that led to the introduction
of these two institutions to the Israeli legal system in
1952, thus setting in place an enduring and unique
institutional configuration for the administration of
Israeli courts. The article explores the various models
for administration of courts that were debated at the
time. It also traces the reasons that led, after much
deliberation, to the adoption of the particular Israeli
model of the Administration and Director of the
Courts, which located them between the Judiciary and
the Ministry of Justice. From a wider perspective, the
article contributes to the discussion on the cultural
orientation of the Israeli legal system, as well as on
the status of the judges and the Judiciary of Israel in
its early days.
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